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to the spot on hearing news of the assault; he suggested that I should
be taken to his place. After some deliberation, I agreed to his sugges-
tion. Mr. Doke is a Baptist and nearly forty-six years old. He has
travelled widely'in New Zealand, India, Wellestown1 and other coun-
tries. He came here from Grahamstown three months ago. Judging
from the way he looked after me and from his nature and that of his
family, he must be a godly person indeed. He is not exactly a friend*
I had met him barely three or four times before then, and that in
connection with the campaign in order to explain the position to him.
It was thus a stranger whom he took into his house. All the members
of his family remained in constant attendance on me. His son's room
was put at my disposal, and the son himself slept on the floor in the
library. While I was ill, Mr. Doke would not allow the slightest noise
anywhere in the house. Even the children moved about very quietly.
Mr. Doke took the sanitary part of the duties on himself, while I
looked helplessly on. The work of bandaging me, of washing the
bandages, etc., was taken on by Mrs. Doke. They would not allow
me to do even what I could have well done myself. Both husband and
wife sat up [at my bedside] through the first night. They came into
the room every now and again to see if I wanted anything. In the
mornings Mr. Doke was busy receiving people who came to inquire after
me. Every day nearly 50 Indians called. So long as he was in the house,
he would take every Indian, whether he appeared clean or otherwise,
into his drawing-room, offer him a seat and then bring him to me.
He would also gently remind everyone that I should not be disturbed
much. This is how he looked after me. He did more than attend on
me and attend to all those who came to see me. He also did whatever he
could about the difficulties of the community. Besides, he would call
on Mr. Gartwright, Mr. Phillips and others, carry messages from me
and do of his own accord whatever appeared necessary.
It is small wonder that a nation which produces such men should
march forward. And how can one say that a religion to which such
gentle, kind-hearted and really noble persons belong is false in any
way? His only object in doing all this was to please God. He also,
as was his wont, prayed nightly sitting by my bed* In his daily life,
too, he always said grace before and after a meal. His children were
also made to take turns at reading from the Bible. I at any rate
could see no selfish motive in him; in his conduct and in the education
of the children, all that one could see was truth. I saw no touch of
insincerity in anything that he did, neither did I feel that anything
was done to please others. It is not often we come across such
single-mindedness and nobility in Hindu or Muslim priests and
1 This appears to be an error for Palestine.